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SUBJECT: MADRID PRESS REPORTS SENATOR BYRD VISIT 

REF: MADRID 3078 

1 . MADRID PRESS AND SPANISH NATIONAL TELEVISION 
CARRIED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE SENATOR BYRD VISIT TO 
SPANISH PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ AND ARMED FORCES 
CHIEF GENERAL GUTIERREZ MELLADO. 

2. SUNDAY, JULY 2, ABC (CONSERVATIVE): "AMERICAN 
SENATOR ROBERT BYRD, SPECIAL ENVOY OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER, WHO MET WITH PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ AT 
MIDDAY YESTERDAY, DECLARED THAT THE TOPIC OF 
SPANISH ENTRY INTO NATO WAS NOT DISCUSSED DURING THE 
INTERVIEW. CONCERNING OUR ENTRY INTO THE EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, HE SAID THAT HIS COUNTRY WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO SEE SPAIN INTEGRATED INTO THE COMMON 
MARKET. 
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3. "NOTWITHSTANDING THESE DECLARATIONS, SENATOR 
BYRD SAID HE EXPRESSED TO THE PRIME MINISTER THE 
DECISION OF THE GOVERNMENT, THE CONGRESS AND THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES TO DEFEND WESTERN EUROPE 
AGAINST ANY ATTACK, AS WELL AS THE DESIRE OF AMERICA 
TO COOPERATE WITH ALL OF THE EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS 
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IN THIS SENSE. ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD DISCUSS THE 
TOPIC OF NATO IN THE INTERVIEW WITH GUTIERREZ MELLADO, 
THE AMERICAN SENATOR UNDERLINED THAT HE WOULD NOT. 
THAT HE DID NOT COME TO SPAIN TO NEGOTIATE THIS 
SUBJECT AND THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF MENTIONING 
IT, ALTHOUGH HE INDICATED THAT IF ANYONE WITH WHOM 
HE MET WOULD RAISE THE SUBJECT HE WOULD RESPOND. 

4. "IN THIS SENSE, HE SAID THAT 'THE UNITED STATES 

AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF NATO WOULD LOOK FAVORABLY 
UPON THE ENTRY OF SPAIN AS NEW MEMBER OF THE ATLANTIC 
ALLIANCE, BUT THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF AMERICA 
COMPLETELY RECOGNIZE THAT THE FUTURE OF SPAIN LIES 
IN SPANISH HANDS. THE DECISION ABOUT THE FUTURE OF 
SPAIN AND HER POSSIBLE ENTRY INTO NATO IS AN AFFAIR 
WHICH CORRESPONDS EXCLUSIVELY TO THE SPANISH PEOPLE, 1 
CONCLUDED THE SENATOR. 

5. "REFERRING TO THE ENTRY OF OUR COUNTRY INTO THE 
COMMON MARKET AND TO THE POSSIBILITY OF U.S. SUPPORT, 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S ENVOY RESPONDED THAT THIS TOPIC 
HAD NOT COME UP EITHER IN THE CONVERSATION WITH 
SUAREZ AND THAT THE AMERICAN REPLY WOULD BE.. .THAT 
THE DECISION ON ENTRY CORRESPONDS TO THE SPANISH 
PEOPLE AND TO THE MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY. BUT THE UNITED STATES WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
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SPAIN ENTER THE COMMON MARKET.'... 

6. "SENATOR BYRD, IN ADDITION TO HIS CONVERSATIONS 
WITH THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT LEADERS. ..APPARENTLY 
WILL ALSO DEAL WITH THE AMERICAN SENATE RESOLUTION 
APPROPRIATING HALF A MILLION DOLLARS TO COVER THE 
COST OF SHIPPING AND INSTALLING IN A SPANISH MUSEUM 
PICASSO'S 'GUERNICA'..." 

7. SUNDAY, JULY 2, ARRIBA (GOVERNMENT ORIENTED) 

COVERS THE SAME GROUND, STRESSING THE SENATOR'S 
STATEMENT THAT '"I DID NOT DISCUSS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER SUAREZ THE TOPIC OF SPANISH ENTRY INTO 
NATO. " THE REPORT ALSO QUOTES THE SENATOR AS 
SAYING THAT ' "THE UNITED STATES AND THE OTHER 
MEMBERS OF NATO WOULD LOOK FAVORABLY UPON THE ENTRY 
OF SPAIN INTO THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE AS A NEW MEMBER, 
BUT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT TOTALLY 
RECOGNIZE THAT THE DESTINY OF SPAIN REMAINS IN 
SPANISH HANDS. THE DECISION ABOUT THE FUTURE OF 

SPAIN AND HER POSSIBLE ENTRY INTO NATO IS AN AFFAIR 
THAT CORRESPONDS EXCLUSIVELY TO THE SPANISH PEOPLE.'" 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


8. SUNDAY, JULY 2, EL PAIS (INDEPENDENT LIBERAL 
LEFT) PRESENTS A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT SLANT IN AN 
ARTICLE WRITTEN BY ALBERTO VALVERDE: "IN BOTH 
INTERVIEWS (TR. SUAREZ AND GUTIERREZ MELLADO), AND 
DESPITE THE DIALECTICAL EFFORT OF SENATOR BYRD TO 
EXPLAIN THAT HE DID NOT BRING UP THE SUBJECT,' 

THE EVENTUAL INCORPORATION OF SPAIN INTO THE 
DEFENSIVE SYSTEM OF THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE WAS 
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SPOKEN ABOUT, ALTHOUGH THE VISITOR INSISTED THAT 
’I DID NOT COME TO SPAIN TO RAISE THE QUESTION.' 

9. "IN THE BRIEF PRESS CONFERENCE... SENATOR BYRD 

LET THE EXCESSIVE MODERATION THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED 
THE LATEST AMERICAN DECLARATIONS ABOUT SPANISH 
ADHESION TO NATO SHOW THROUGH, DESPITE THE FACT THAT 
HE RECOGNIZED THAT THE UNITED STATES - ITS 
EXECUTIVE, CONGRESS AND PEOPLE - AS WELL AS THE 
EUROPEAN ALLIES WOULD LIKE IT THAT SPAIN ENTER TO 
FORM PART, AS A FULL MEMBER, OF THE ATLANTIC 
ALLIANCE.’ 

10. "AFTER ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THIS WAS, BASICALLY, 
THE MESSAGE THAT THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT, JIMMY 
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CARTER, GAVE HIM FOR THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT AND 
PEOPLE, THE SENATOR AVOIDED ANY SUGGESTION BY THE 
PRESS TO DETAIL THE CONTENT OF HIS LONG CONVERSATION 
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WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT, FOR 
WHOM HE HAD MANY WORDS OF PRAISE. 

1 1 . "IN THE INTERVIEW WITH GUTIERREZ MELLADO... 
STRATEGIC AND DEFENSE PROBLEMS WERE ANALIZED IN 
DETAIL, ACCORDING TO WHAT COULD BE LEARNED. THE 
CANARIES QUESTION, THE SAHARA PROBLEM AND ALSO THE 
SPANISH ENCLAVES IN NORTH AFRICA CAME OUT IN THE 
CONVERSATION. 

12. "WASHINGTON AND MADRID APPEAR TO BE IN 
AGREEMENT TO LIMIT TO THE MINIMUM THEIR PUBLIC 
DECLARATIONS ABOUT THE UNDER THE TABLE' NEGOTIA- 
TIONS THAT ARE DEVELOPING OVER THE TOPIC OF SPAIN 
AND NATO. THIS AGREEMENT OF SILENCE SEEMS TO BE 

A RESULT OF THE DISTRUST THAT THIS TOPIC PLANTS IN 
THE PARTIS OF THE SPANISH LEFT - PRINCIPALLY THE 
PSOE - THAT ARE OPPOSED TO THE REALIZATION OF 
THIS ENTRY..." 

13. ON JULY 1, THE SAME NEWSMAN WROTE FOR EL PAIS: 

"THE AMERICAN CONGRESS FINDS ITSELF CONSIDERING THE 
SUITABILITY OF APPROVING A RESOLUTION THAT, 
EXPRESSING THE OPINION AND SENSE 1 OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
BODY, INVITES IN SOME FORM THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT 
AND PEOPLE TO INTEGRATE INTO THE DEFENSE SYSTEM OF 
NATO. 

14. "THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION, WHICH ACCORDING 
TO AMERICAN SOURCES WILL CLEARLY AVOID GIVING THE 
APPEARANCE OF PRESSURING MADRID TO JOIN THE ATLANTIC 
ALLIANCE, ALREADY IS IN THE EDITING STAGE AND 
PRESUMABLY WILL BE GIVEN BEFOREHAND TO THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT, WITH WHICH CONSULTATION ABOUT ITS 
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SUITABILITY IS BEING THOUGHT ABOUT. 

15. "ALTHOUGH IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO OFFICIALLY 
CONFIRM THIS TO SUCH A POINT. THE IMPRESSION IS HELD 
IN WELL INFORMED DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES THAT SENATOR 
BYRD. ..WILL COMMUNICATE TO PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ 
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THE INTENTIONS AND DESIRES OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGISLATURE AND THE WHITE HOUSE WITH RELATION TO 
SPANISH ENTRY INTO NATO..." VAL VERDE THEN 
SPECULATES ABOUT SPAIN, NATO AND RELATED TOPICS. 

16. OTHER MADRID NEWSPAPERS CARRIED SHORTER 
ACCOUNTS OF THE VISIT, GENERALLY UNDERLINING THE 
SENATOR'S STATEMENT THAT THE SUBJECT OF SPAIN AND 
NATO WAS NOT DISCUSSED. RYLANCE 
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